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Dear UNU fellows, ladies and gentlemen, dear frignd

It gives me great pleasure to join you here forgtagluation of a group from the
UNU Geothermal Training Programme. This is the sddame that | have the
honour to address a graduation ceremony. Thetifinst— in 2007 — | was the
minister of industry and today | participate as thinister for foreign affairs.

A you may know, my enthusiasm for the geothernahing programme knows
few boundaries. | have followed the programme fritsninception and my
affection for your work goes beyond my professiaealponsibilities. In my
view you are blessed to work in a field of spezation that offers magnificent
prospects. As a scientist myself — in the “nextrddiscipline” of marine
sciences — | find the opportunity that your ane=giextremely exciting; to be
able to use scientific and technological know-howntprove the lives of

millions of people, by harvesting, yet preservitigg nature.

| want to congratulate all the fellows for comphetithe six months training
course and for your achievements during your séag n Iceland. You may
sometimes have wondered how you ended up in tAepOn top of the world,
on a hot lava rock with spewing volcanoes. Todaynterely hope that you

look at your time here with pride and satisfaction.



| also would like to thank the staff and teachdrhe programme for your
commitment and dedication. Last but not least Itvwampay special tribute to
Ingvar Birgir Fridleifsson, for his leadership aiod devoting his professional

life to building up and developing the programme.

Graduation from the geothermal training programsneaw taking place for the
32nd time. Since 1979 the programme has gradu&iédeflows. Today, 28

fellows join this group, taking the total numberts2. It is particularly welcome
that even during these challenging economic tinies year we see the largest

number ever graduate from the programme.

Furthermore, | am very pleased to see a growingoeuraf women work in this
field; One-third of today’s graduates are womempgared to the average of
20% in the programme’s history. The gender perseist central to Iceland’s
foreign policy, based on the firm belief that geneguality and empowerment
Is fundamental to a more peaceful and prosperoulsiwa fact, we are working
on a pilot project to develop a gender equalitintrgg programme in
cooperation with the University of Iceland, an @orhave it included in the
UNU family.

| also want to mention the additional componenttheftraining programme,
namely the masters and doctoral programme anchtité ®ourses and
workshops organized in selected countries. In reywit was sensible to expand
the programme in this direction, to give peopledpportunity to deepen their
expertise, and more importantly to seek ways tohr@at to a larger number of
people with practical training. | am confident thia¢ outreach will grow even
stronger in the coming months and years, when vieduexplore training
activities in Central America and East Africa idlaboration with partners such

as the Nordic Development Fund and the Inter-Ana@ridevelopment Bank.



Moreover, we have expectations that the newly &stedul International
Renewable Agency, IRENA, will prove to be an effeetagent. Iceland will
continue to actively promote the use of geothemnairgy within that forum.

Dear friends.

As a foreign minister, allow me to underline thia geothermal training
programme has a particular role to play in Icelaridreign policy. Iceland’s
aim is to be an active and responsible membereoivitrld community, and for
a small country, the guiding principle is to coltiie in areas where we have

specific expertise and knowledge.

Geothermal power generation features prominentguch considerations and
the training programme has been an important coemtasf our international

development cooperation since established in 1978re than 30 years ago.

Iceland’s cooperation with the United Nations Unéitg has been a successful
and productive partnership. We are very proudehdier this year we finalized
the agreement with the UNU on a third programmated in Iceland, the Land
Restoration Training Programme. The LRT graduatetirst group of fellows
as a UNU programme two weeks ago, and | want tahiseccasion to

congratulate them as well.

Together with the fisheries training programme,ttiree UNU programmes
constitute a key pillar in Iceland’s developmeraperation. All three are
financed out of the Foreign Ministry’s budget fewdlopment cooperation,
representing more than 10% of Iceland’s overadrivdtional cooperation.



Dear fellows.

The people of the world are one global communityufcanic eruption in
Iceland can have a devastating impact on the flomeRrstry in East Africa. A
disease that originates in a far away corner ofvbd, can within days or even
hours spread to our neighbourhood. And the econtumigoil which originated
from America and Europe has seriously affected ecoes in developing

countries that had no stake in reckless banking.

In this globalized world, both global and localigans are needed. And we all
have a role to play. You, with your valuable knowawh are the special envoys
of new and fascinating opportunities. Harnessingjlggrmal energy offers us a
way to make our own communities more prosperousevétithe same time

mitigating climate change. It is indeed a win-wppeoach.

True, there are obstacles along the way, in paatiche lack of financial
resources that can carry the upfront risk of gaatiaéexploration. In my job as
minister for foreign affairs | have made a speefédrt to encourage
international agencies, financial institutions atiger countries to resolve the
challenge of financing. The technical expertise lamalw-how is here — in this

room — and the capital is out there. We must firethd utilize it!

| want to conclude by congratulating you again oangraduation. | am
convinced that what you have learned during youetin Iceland will give you
new possibilities that can benefit you and youmtoas. | wish you a safe
journey back home and hope you will remain “Ambadsss of Iceland” in your

future endeavours.

Thank you.



